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Sanitary  Department, 

Public  Health  Chambers, 

Johnston  Terrace, 

Edinburgh,  July  1947. 

To  " 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord.  Provost, 

Magistrates  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh. 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  for  the  year  1946. 


HOUSING. 

Clearance  Areas. 

On  account  of  the  acute  rehousing  needs  of  a large  number  of  families  who  are 
living  in  sub-let  rooms  or  in  overcrowded  houses  it  has  not  been  possible  to  recom- 
mence the  clearance  of  groups  of  unfit  houses  which  was  so  abruptly  halted  by 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  1939. 

At  that  time  there  were  5 Clearance  Areas  affecting  338  houses,  for  which 
Orders  had  been  made  and  were  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Department  of 
Health.  The  further  deterioration  of  these  houses  over  a period  of  8 years  gives 
cause  for  anxiety  and  the  position  can  only  be  alleviated  by  the  building  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  houses.  The  continued  shortage  of  building  materials  and 
the  nation-wide  reduction  of  housing  programmes,  however,  compels  this  important 
aspect  of  City  improvement  to  be  relegated  for  an  indefinite  period. 

In  1939  the  Local  Authority  had  completed  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  schemes 
for  the  eradication  of  unfit  houses  in  the  City  but  an  examination  of  the  present 
position  indicates  that  many  houses  which  were  “ border-line  ” at  that  time  have 
now  passed  into  the  “ insanitary  and  unfit  ” category. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  12  houses  were  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders  under  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1930.  These  houses  were  rendered  unfit  for  habitation 
through  a partial  collapse  of  the  chimney  heads  and  were  dealt  with  as  a 
matter  of  urgency. 

• Voluntary  Undertakings  not  to  relet  houses  for  human  habitation  when 
they  became  vacant  were  accepted  from  the  owners  of  6 houses.  Many  owners 
find  that  the  maintenance  costs  of  insanitary  houses  are  far  in  excess  -of  the 
rents  collected  and  would  prefer  to  have  the  houses  either  closed  or  demolished. 

The  House-letting  Department  rehoused  five  families  from  unfit  houses 
during  the  year. 
b 
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Overcrowding. 

The  overcrowding  of  houses  of  4-apartments  and  under  throughout  the 
City  is  still  a matter  of  grave  concern.  In  many  instances  the  overcrowding 
has  been  increased  by  married  sons  or  daughters  who,  through  inability  to 
obtain  accommodation  of  their  own,  are  compelled  to  live  as  sub-tenants  with 
their  parents.  Certificates  relative  to  overcrowding  have  been  submitted  to 
the  House-letting  Department  on  behalf  of  2,331  applicants  for  Corporation 
houses  during  the  year  1946. 

By  the  efforts  of  the  House-letting  Department  it  was  possible  to  obtain 
the  removal  of  696  families  from  overcrowded  houses  or  sub-let  rooms  to 
Corporation  bouses. 

Bug  Infestation  of  Houses. 

The  scheme  adopted  by  the  Local  Authority  in  1934  to  prevent  the  trans- 
ference of  bug-infested  furniture  to  the  new  houses  continues  to  give  entire 
satisfaction.  During  the  year  the  houses  and  household  effects  of  1,810  pros- 
pective Corporation  tenants  were  examined  by  Inspectors  of  this  Department 
and  116  or  6-4  per  cent,  of  that  number  were  found  to  be  bug-infested.  Since 
the  scheme  was  put  into  operation  18,636  houses  have  been  inspected,  of  which 
3,187  or  17-10  per  cent,  have  been  found  to  be  bug-infested. 

The  furniture  from  these  bug-infested  houses  was  removed  in  special 
pantechnicons  to  the  fumigation  station  at  Powderhall  and  there  subjected  to 
hydro-cyanic  acid  gas  for  a period  of  two  to  three  hours.  The  bedding  and 
bedclothes  were  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector.  The  furniture  and  bedding 
were  thereafter  delivered  direct  to  the  new  houses.  Since  1934,  when  this  work 
commenced,  2,718  fumigations  have  been  carried  out,  including  81  for  the 
year  under  report. 

Many  complaints  regarding  bug  infestation  in  old  houses  are  received  by 
the  Department,  and  advice  is  given  by  the  Inspectors  as  to  the  best  means 
to  adopt  in  ridding  the  premises  of  these  vermin.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new 
insecticide  D.D.T.  will  assist  materially  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  infestation 
throughout  the  City. 

Supervision  of  Rehousing  Areas. 

The  houses  in  the  rehousing  areas  were  visited  regularly  by  Sanitary 
Inspectresses,  and  the  results  continue  to  be  most  gratifying. 

Close  contact  is  made  with  the  housewives,  and  by  sympathy  and  under- 
standing they  are  encouraged  to  adopt  careful  and  cleanly  habits.  In  course 
of  tbe  visits  the  following  matters  are  noted  : — 

(a)  The  size  of  the  family,  including  the  number  of  male  and  female 
inhabitants,  with  tbe  ages  of  children.  Where  serious  overcrowding 
is  found  to  exist,  the  House-letting  Department  is  notified. 

(b)  Where  sub-letting  takes  place,  or  any  lodgers  are  kept,  the  matter  is 
reported  to  the  House-letting  Department. 
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(c)  The  condition  of  each  room,  kitchenette,  bathroom,  etc.,  is  observed 
and  any  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  occupier  are  pointed 
out  and  advice  given  where  necessary. 

( d ) Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  possibility  of  bug-infestation  with 
a view  to  adequate  measures  being  adopted. 

(e)  Any  structural  defects  are  noted  and  passed  on  to  the  City  Architect’s 
Department. 

(/)  The  condition  of  the  stairs  and  passages  is  closely  observed  and  any 
departure  from  the  cleaning  rotation  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
defaulter. 

(g)  Airy  complaints  received  regarding  alleged  overcrowding,  keeping  of 
lodgers  or  sub-tenants,  keeping  of  animals,  or  failure  to  wash  stairs 
are  investigated. 

(h)  The  occupiers  frequently  ask  advice  about  domestic  and  family  matters 
which  is  given  where  possible,  and  provides  opportunity  for  closer 
understanding  between  the  Inspectresses  and  the  occupiers. 

During  the  year  17,971  visits  were  made,  and  the  following  table  shows 
the  condition  of  the  houses  at  the  end  of  1946,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year : — 


Clean 

Percentage 
of  Total 

Fair 

Percentage 
of  Total 

Dirty 

Percentage 
of  Total 

Total 

31/12/45 

8,010 

92-39 

607 

700 

53 

061 

8,670 

31/12/46 

9,379 

93  13 

663 

6-58 

29 

0-29 

10,071 

Social  Survey  of  City. 

The  Local  Authority  on  6th  June  1946  decided  on  the  recommendation 
of  a Joint  Sub-Committee  of  the  Housing,  Streets  and  Buildings  and  Public 
Health  Committees,  to  make  a social  survey  of  the  City.  This  Department 
was  given  the  responsibility  of  supervising  the  work  and  a temporary  staff  of 
128  persons  was  engaged  for  the  purpose.  A comprehensive  questionnaire 
was  prepared  and  the  enumerators  visited  the  houses  and  filled  up  the  form 
on  the  spot. 

The  object  of  the  survey  was  to  enable  the  Corporation  to  plan  its  long- 
term housing  policy  and  give  the  Town  Planning  Department  detailed  informa- 
tion for  a comprehensive  scheme  of  town  planning.  As  a large  amount  of 
detailed  statistics  and  tabular  statements  would  be  compiled  from  the  enquiry 
forms  the  Sub-Committee  decided  that  this  information  should  be  obtained 
by  having  the  statistics  transferred  to  a card  for  every  house.  This  work 
was  done  by  a London  firm  who  specialise  in  the  “ Punched  Card  Accounting 
System.” 

Analysis  of  the  cards  will  provide  the  following  information:— 

(1)  Number  of  new  houses  required: — 

(a)  to  abate  overcrowding ; 

( b ) to  accommodate  families  living  in  sub-let  rooms  ; 

(c)  to  accommodate  families  living  in  unfit  houses. 
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(2)  Number  of  houses  requiring  to  be  built  (a)  for  rent,  (b)  for  sale. 

(3)  Number  of  houses  with  sub -standard  sanitary  accommodation. 

(4)  The  general  extent  of  the  problem  of  reconditioning  houses. 

(5)  Number  in  each  family  of  (a)  persons,  and  (6)  units  for  calculation  of 

overcrowding. 

(6)  Distances  between  residence  and  place  of  work. 

(7)  Classification  of  occupations. 

(8)  Number  of  houses  in  different  type  of  structure  : — 

(а)  Tenements. 

(б)  Flatted. 

(c)  Villas. 

(i d ) Bungalows. 

(e)  Cottages. 

(9)  Details  of  overcrowding. 

(10)  Duration  of  residence  in  Edinburgh  and  place  of  origin. 

(11)  Population  in  age  groups. 

(12)  Schools  attended  by  children. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  Report  will  soon  be  ready,  and  meanwhile  the  Register 
of  houses  with  a rental  of  £45  and  under  kept  by  this  Department  in  terms 
of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1935  has  been  brought  up  to  date  and  new 
record  cards  prepared. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Major  Improvements. 

Prior  to  the  era  of  the  Great  Wars,  major  improvements  of  a sanitary 
nature  in  dwelling-houses  were  required  by  Public  Health  Authorities  either 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897,  where  such 
premises  or  part  thereof  were  of  such  a.  construction  or  in  such  a state  as  to  be 
a nuisance  or  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health,  or,  in  terms  of  the  Housing 
Act  1909,  Avhich  enabled  the  Department  to  call  upon  owners  to  carry  out 
repairs  and  improvements,  in  order  to  render  houses,  in  all  respects,  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

In  those  days  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  were  freely  operative,  and  much 
good  work  was  thereby  accomplished  in  old  tenemental  properties  involving 
the  renewal  of  drains,  soil  and  sink  waste  pipes,  the  abolition  and  replacement 
of  old  iron  sinks  and  closets  by  earthenware  appliances  ; the  incorporation  of 
additional  sinks  and  water-closets  into  properties  where  these  appliances  were 
used  in  common  by  several  families  ; the  lighting  and  ventilating  of  dark 
internal  water-closet  apartments  ; the  opening  up  of  dark,  unventilated,  internal 
bed-closets  used  for  sleeping  purposes  ; the  introduction  of  “ main  ” service 
water  taps  for  direct  supplies  of  drinking  water  in  place  of  storage  cisterns 
situated  in  water-closet  apartments,  coal  cellars,  and  other  objectionable  places, 
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thus  rendering  the  water  supply  liable  to  contamination  ; repairs  to  leaking 
roofs  ; the  introduction  of  sub -floor  ventilation  and  proofing  of  walls  against 
dampness  in  ground  floor  houses  ; also  the  re-pointing  of  external  walls  and 
the  carrying  out  of  repairs  generally  to  doors,  floors,  and  windows.  In  connec- 
tion with  many  of  those  properties,  back  greens  had  to  be  resurfaced  with 
concrete  and  drained,  as  the  absorbent  surfaces  of  earth  and  ashes,  where 
under  much  usage,  were  churned  into  a sea  of  mud  and  large  areas  were  often 
completely  submerged  under  sheets  of  stagnant  water  during  prolonged  periods 
of  inclement  weather. 

Sub-standard  Houses. 

World  War  No.  I,  however,  left  such  a legacy  of  overcrowding  that  the 
modernisation  of  sub-standard  properties,  lacking  bath-rooms,  modern  sanitary 
conveniences,  sculleries  and  larders  was  impossible  of  achievement  owing  to 
the  want  of  alternative  accommodation  for  the  temporary  rehousing  of  tenants 
displaced  while  houses  were  under  reconstruction.  The  more  urgent  need  of 
the  erection  of  an  equivalent  number  of  houses  for  those  condemned  or 
demolished  under  slum  clearance  schemes  also  left  the  problem  of  sub- 
standard houses  untouched. 

It  could  have  been  claimed  by  this  overcrowded  and  deserving  class  of 
occupiers  in  sub-standard  houses  that  their  families  were  equally  in  need  of 
modern  dwellings  and  that  they  were  perhaps  more  favourably  circumstanced, 
financially  and  otherwise,  to  face  the  higher  costs  of  furnishing  and  travelling 
to  Corporation  houses  than  many  of  the  tenants  in  slum  properties.  In  some 
cases  the  occupation  of  reconstructed  sub-standard  dwellings  by  tenants  of  slum 
properties  with  meagre  financial  resources  would  have  been  a more  evolutionary 
process  in  housing  and  rendered  greater  satisfaction  by  meeting  this  dual  need. 

Fortunately  the  report  by  the  Scottish  Housing  Advisory  Committee 
recognises  the  full  importance  of  modernising  sub-standard  properties,  and 
its  suggestion,  amongst  others,  to  local  authorities  to  reserve  some  of  their 
houses  as  temporary  quarters  for  families  whose  houses  are  in  need  of 
modernisation  is  one  which  would  enable  this  work  to  be  resumed  by  the 
Sanitary  Department  after  having  been  frustrated  for  this  and  other  reasons. 

Nuisances  and  Structural  Defects. 

The  Department  had  to  content  itself  with  improvements  of  a lesser 
nature,  and  during  the  year  the  total  number  of  structural  defects  and 
nuisances  dealt  with  in  houses  or  other  premises  was  8,515.  Of  these,  3,474 
or  40-8  per  cent.,  were  intimated  by  citizens,  441  or  5-2  per  cent,  were  notified 
by  other  City  Departments,  and  4,600  or  54-0  per  cent,  were  discovered  and 
reported  upon  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Respecting  sanitary  appliances,  37  modern  water-closets  were  introduced 
or  substituted  for  old  or  obsolete  closets,  while  67  water-closets  were  improved 
or  repaired.  Choked  water-closets  required  to  be  cleared  in  45  cases,  and  the 
number  calling  for  cleansing  was  55.  New  water-closet  apartments  had  to 
be  provided  in  two  instances.  The  number  of  insanitary  sinks  abolished  was  18, 
and  earthenware  sinks  and  tubs  renewed  or  introduced  totalled  23.  Wood- 


8 


work  surrounding  sinks  and  tubs  had  to  be  repaired  or  renewed  in  58  instances. 
Chokages  cleared  in  such  appliances  numbered  17.  Eight  wash-hand  basins 
were  renewed  or  installed. 

With  the  object  of  increasing  the  provision  of  water-closets  and  indoor 
water  supply  for  existing  houses,  a circular  was  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Health  in  1925  urging  that  a survey  should  be  undertaken  and  that  thereafter 
full  use  should  be  made  of  statutory  powers  to  require  provision,  where  practi- 
cable, of  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

In  Appendix!  the  position  is  given  as  it  prevailed  in  1925,  and  the  progress 
accomplished  is  shown  up  to  the  year  1938,  since  when  the  actual  position 
at  present  is  not  known,  due  to  the  intervention  of  the  war.  The  figures  obtained, 
however,  from  the  social  survey  carried  out  in  1946  are  included  for  comparative 
purposes. 

Drainage  systems  found  choked  or  requiring  repair  inclusive  of  soil,  sink 
waste  and  rain  water  pipes,  totalled  264.  The  safeguarding  of  the  domestic 
water  supply  in  423  cases  necessitated  the  cleaning  or  covering  of  374  cisterns 
and  the  repairing  of  49  water  pipes. 

In  all,  410  series  of  repairs  were  effected  to  houses.  These  included  repairs 
to  roofs,  floors,  doors,  windows,  grates,  hearths,  boilers,  coal  bunkers,  and 
plasterwork. 

Nuisances  in  houses  totalled  1,221,  and  had  relation  to  offensive  smells, 
smoky  vents,  dampness,  overcrowding,  cats,  dogs,  vermin  and  other  matters. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  due  to  neglect  by  tenants  in  the  regular  washing 
and  sweeping  of  common  stairs  and  passages  were  reported  in  588  instances,  and 
cats  and  dogs  were  responsible  for  an  additional  153  stair  nuisances,  totalling 
in  all  741  complaints. 

Nuisances  arising  from  accumulations  of  rubbish,  garbage,  manure,  and 
other  refuse  totalled  4,151. 

Details  of  nuisances  abated  and  improvements  effected  are  tabulated  in 
Appendix  I,  and  these  entailed  19,925  inspections. 

Dust  Nuisance. 

In  recent  years  a much  wider  market  has  opened  up  for  supplies  of  sawdust, 
particularly  sawdust  of  the  quality  of  the  finest  flour.  This  has  necessitated 
the  introduction  of  grinding  plants  into  sawmills  for  the  production  of  wood 
flour,  which  was  in  much  demand  for  war  purposes,  and  prior  thereto  for  the 
manufacture  of  linoleum.  Its  use  has  now  extended  into  the  field  of  plastics, 
and  mills  are  working  day  and  night  to  meet  the  needs  of  extended  markets. 
This  development  in  the  industry  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  through 
numerous  complaints  being  received  from  residenters  living  in  close  proximity 
to  one  of  these  mills.  The  nuisance  complained  of  was  that  fine  dust  was  gaining 
access  to  their  dwellings  and  polluting  everything  therein.  Investigations 
confirmed  the  escape  of  the  dust  from  a mill,  the  proprietor  of  which  had  every 
sympathy  with  the  complainants.  He  was  at  a loss  to  find  a satisfactory 
remedy  to  prevent  the  escape  of  this  fine  dust  from  his  premises,  and  was 
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particularly  anxious  to  prevent  nuisance  and  not  suffer  unnecessary  economic 
loss  from  the  escape  of  bis  product.  Suction  plant  had  been  installed,  but  even 
with  the  greatest  of  care  and  supervision  in  the  production  and  handling  of 
the  material,  the  plants  were  liable  to  choke  at  times  and  cause  considerable 
nuisance.  Under  certain  weather  conditions,  too,  it  bad  been  found  impossible 
to  prevent  the  dust-laden  atmospheres  of  parts  of  the  mill  from  being  wind- 
borne  to  the  complainants’  houses,  into  which,  despite  the  closure  of  windows, 
its  ingress  was  unprevented  through  the  pressure  of  the  prevailing  westerly 
winds.  The  proprietor  has  co-operated  with  the  Department  in  every  way 
to  mitigate  the  nuisance  and  has  willingly  put  the  problem  into  the  hands 
of  an  expert  engineering  establishment,  who  are  to  proceed  with  a scheme  for 
the  trapping  of  the  dust.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  plant  for  this  purpose  will 
be  in  operation  before  the  end  of  this  year. 

Fire  Nuisance. 

Nuisances  due  to  combustion  of  refuse  which  gives  rise  to  smoke  and 
smells  are  frequently  of  a temporary  nature,  particularly  where  private  garden 
refuse  is  the  object  of  incineration.  With  reasonable  care  and  favourable 
weather  conditions,  however,  these  operations  should  give  little  cause  for 
complaint.  Outbreaks  of  fire  in  public  refuse  tips  seldom  occur  where  tipping 
is  controlled  and  under  strict  supervision.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  always 
the  case  where  private  refuse  tips  are  in  use,  and  often  such  tooms  are  a source 
of  annoyance  to  the  occupiers  of  premises  in  the  neighbourhood,  due  to  inter- 
mittent and  protracted  fires  breaking  out,  which  give  rise  to  pungent  fumes 
and  smoke.  Over  a period  of  two  years  a private  quarry  tip  within  the  City, 
where  trade  waste,  ashes  and  other  refuse  were  deposited,  has  given  the  Depart- 
ment much  concern  in  this  respect.  The  nuisance  originally  complained  of 
arose  from  the  smouldering  of  the  material,  including  a considerable  quantity 
of  rubber.  Upon  inspection  large  fissures  were  observed  on  the  surface  of 
the  toom,  from  which  smoke  and  odours  of  burning  rubber  were  issuing.  Observa- 
tions also  disclosed  that  hot  ashes  were  deposited  from  time  to  time,  including 
such  combustible  material  as  wooden  staves,  bungs,  and  trimmings. 

Immediate  action  was  taken  to  bring  this  objectionable  state  of  affairs 
to  the  notice  of  the  firm  of  contractors  concerned.  Assurances  were  received 
that  progressive  measures  taken  to  cope  with  the  nuisance  would  prove  satis- 
factory and  that  the  position  had  considerably  improved.  Although  however 
a long  period  of  time  was  given  to  permit  of  adequate  measures  being  taken, 
the  nuisance  continued  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action. 
In  reply  the  firm  admitted  that  the  position  was  very  baffling,  and  stated 
that  in  the  past  they  had  never  failed  to  control  their  tooms  ; that  all  they 
had  been  able  to  do  with  the  fire  so  far  was  to  isolate  it  and  break  it  up  ; but 
claimed  it  to  be  a shadow  of  its  former  self.  They  stated  that  the  temperatures 
of  the  toom  were  expected  to  return  to  a safe  condition  at  an  early  date,  and 
only  a few  weeks  would  suffice,  granted  favourable  weather  conditions,  to 
bring  the  binning  portion  of  the  toom  to  a normal  condition.  Several  weeks 
later,  however,  the  smouldering  and  fumes  continued.  Consequently  the  firm 
were  informed  that  as  no  improvement  had  been  effected  the  offence  was 
being  reported  for  prosecution.  In  reply  the  contractor  indicated  that  a recent 
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effort  had  been  made  to  obtain  excavation  soil  for  smothering  purposes,  and 
also  disclaimed  liability.  Meanwhile  the  firm  was  duly  reported  to  the  City 
Prosecutor.  At  the  hearing  in  Court  the  Counsel  on  behalf  of  the  firm  agreed 
in  substance  with  the  charge  lodged  and,  on  request,  w'as  granted  an  extension 
of  time  to  deal  further  with  the  nuisance.  This  had  later  to  be  extended  due  to 
the  severe  winter  conditions. 

Noise  Abatement. 

Under  the  Edinburgh  Corporation  Order  1933  power  is  given  to  the  Local 
Authority  to  require  the  best  practicable  means  to  be  taken  for  the  prevention 
or  mitigation  of  any  excessive  or  unreasonable  or  unnecessary  noise  which 
may  be  occasioned  in  the  course  of  any  trade  or  business,  where  such  noise 
is  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health.  In  operating  the  restrictive  terms  of  this 
section  due  regard  has  also  to  be  paid  to  the  costs  involved  in  preventing  or 
mitigating  excessive  noise.  Action  by  the  Department,  therefore,  is  very  much 
circumscribed. 

Industrial  noise  nuisances  which  frequently  give  rise  to  complaint  are 
invariably  caused  during  the  operation  of  nightshifts  to  overtake  pressure  of 
urgent  work,  and  even  where  firms  arrange  to  undertake  the  heaviest  part  of 
the  work  during  the  day  the  noise  necessarily  involved  during  the  night  still 
leaves  cause  for  just  complaint  in  some  cases.  In  these  instances  little  or  no 
relief  can  be  given  until  such  time  as  these  emergency  shifts  are  no  longer 
required.  Where  nightshifts  are  the  regular  practice  in  industry,  the  zoning 
of  such  trades  would  appear  to  be  the  only  solution  to  the  problem. 

In  all,  53  complaints  were  received  of  noise  nuisances.  Many  of  these 
were  due  to  businesses  carried  on  in  shops  situated  under  houses  in  tenements, 
such  as  bakers,  butchers,  dairies  and  other  trades.  The  representations  made 
by  the  Department  on  behalf  of  the  complainants,  where  the  handling  of  equip- 
ment and  use  of  machinery  and  plant  caused  the  complaints,  were  usually 
sympathetically  received  and  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  of  these  businesses 
was  readily  given,  with  the  result  that  in  most  cases  it  was  possible  to  have 
matters  adjusted  in  such  a manner  as  to  avoid  any  further  cause  for  complaint. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Theatres,  picture  houses,  and  other  places  of  public  entertainment  were 
visited  frequently  by  the  District  Inspectors  to  see  that  they  were  being  kept 
in  a reasonably  hygienic  condition.  It  was  found  generally  that  satisfactory 
attention  was  being  paid  to  cleanliness  and  other  matters  and  that  due  attention 
was  being  given  to  the  ventilation  of  the  buildings. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  offensive  trades  registered  within  the  City  comprise  3 tanners,  8 skin 
and  hide  factors,  1 gut  scraper,  1 glue  and  size  maker,  1 soap  boiler,  3 tripe 
cleaners,  5 manure  manufacturers,  and  2 tallow  melters,  making  a total  of  24. 
Inspections  showed  that  the  provisions  of  the  bye-laws  requiring  the  pre- 
vention of  offensive  effluvia,  the  inoffensive  disposal  of  obnoxious  waste,  the 
lime-washing  of  walls,  the  cleansing  of  floors  and  utensils,  and  the  thorough 
Hushing  of  the  drains  were  being  observed. 
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LODGING-HOUSES. 

Common  Lodging-Houses,  etc. 

The  number  of  lodging  and  other  houses  controlled  by  local  bye-laws  is 
shown  in  Appendix  5. 

Regular  inspection  was  made  to  see  that  the  terms  of  the  bye-laws  were 
being  observed. 

The  attention  of  the  owners  of  one  large  hostel  for  men  lodgers  had  to  be 
called  to  the  insufficiency  and  insanitary  condition  of  the  water-closets,  wash- 
hand  basins,  wash  tubs,  baths,  etc.,  and  to  the  obsolete  condition  of  the 
kitchen  equipment.  As  a result  plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for  the 
necessary  reconstruction  of  the  premises  to  provide  for  the  introduction  of 
modern  sanitary  appliances  and  improved  kitchen  arrangements  and  to  enlarge 
the  premises  for  an  increased  number  of  lodgers.  The  plans  also  provided 
for  a new  house  for  the  superintendent.  Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  for 
the  necessary  permit  to  proceed  with  the  work. 

VERMIN  REPRESSION. 

Rat  Destruction. 

During  the  year  the  campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  was  continued 
without  abatement.  There  were  686  complaints  from  members  of  the  public 
of  premises  infested  by  rats,  and  a further  38  infestations  were  reported  by 
Inspectors.  In  every  case-  detailed  inspections  were  made  and  the  occupiers 
advised  as  to  the  most  suitable  measures  to  adopt  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
vermin.  In  the  course  of  the  year  650  infestations  were  abated.  Rat-proofing 
is  an  important  factor  in  dealing  with  infestations  in  buildings,  and,  in  spite 
of  the  shortage  of  labour  and  material,  264  items  of  repair  work  were  executed 
in  connection  with  rat  complaints,  and  32  accumulations  of  rubbish  removed. 
As  in  the  past,  the  City  Engineer’s  Department  has  given  ready  co-operation 
in  dealing  with  defective  drains  and  sewers. 

The  presence  of  rats  is  often  encouraged  by  people  throwing  food  over 
the  windows  “ to  feed  the  birds,”  and  also  by  the  public  mis-use  of  waste 
food  bins  provided  throughout  the  city  by  the  Cleansing  Department.  The 
co-operation  of  the  public  in  preventing  these  nuisances  would  be  of  considerable 
help  in  mitigating  the  rat  menace.  Domestic  poultry  keepers,  too,  are  not 
altogether  blameless.  The  simple  precautions  of  removing  surplus  food  every 
evening  from  the  hen-runs,  and  of  raising  the  hen-houses  at  least  15  inches 
from  the  ground,  would  do  much  to  prevent  infestations.  In  a number  of 
cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  have  the  site  of  hen-runs  changed,  and  in  extreme 
cases  to  insist  that  the  practice  of  keeping  poultry  should  be  discontinued. 

As  in  the  war  years,  this  Department  has  co-operated  with  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  Scotland  in  organised  rat  destruction  work.  A comprehensive 
survey  of  the  suburban  area  was  made,  including  all  the  farms,  piggeries, 
refuse  tips  and  watercourses,  and  the  farmers  and  other  occupiers  co-operated 
in  the  rat  destruction  drive  which  followed.  The  final  results  of  this  scheme 
c 
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showed  that  4,130  rats  were  killed  in  traps,  and  in  addition  1,500  poison  baits 
were  taken.  Concurrently  with  this  work,  Midlothian  County  Council  carried 
out  a similar  campaign  covering  a two-mile  belt  beyond  the  city  boundary. 

Later  in  the  year  a scheme  embracing  the  whole  of  the  Leith  area  was 
organised.  This  part  of  the  city  was  previously  treated  in  1945,  and  it  is 
encouraging  to  note  that  in  the  “ repeat  ” scheme  in  1946  there  was  a reduction 
both  in  the  number  of  premises  infested  and  in  the  degree  of  infestation  of 
approximately  50  per  cent.  There  was  also  a small  scheme  in  the  Leith  Street 
area  where  infestations  were  found  to  be  so  slight  that  only  70  rats  were  trapped. 

A considerable  amount  of  rat  destruction  was  also  carried  out  in  individual 
premises  throughout  the  city,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  totals  for  all 
work  done  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland, 
including  organised  schemes  : — 


The  shortage  of  supplies  of  good  quality  fuels  of  the  semi -anthracite  and 
navigation  type  is  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  experienced  at  the  present  time 
by  many  industrialists.  This  results  in  poor  quality  or  unsuitable  coal  being 
used  in  many  boiler  plants  and  this,  together  with  a widespread  need  for  plant 
replacements  and  extensions,  has  tended  to  increase  industrial  smoke  emissions. 
The  only  redeeming  feature  in  smoke  abatement  is  the  reduction  in  the  volume 
of  smoke  from  domestic  chimneys  enforced  by  restrictions  placed  upon  the 
supplies  of  household  coal  by  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  undertaken  in  co-operation  with 
the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  For  this  purpose  four 
deposit  gauges  are  stationed  as  follows  : One  at  Leith  Links,  one  at  Glencorse, 
one  at  the  Public  Health  Chambers,  and  one  at  the  Astley-Ainslie  Institute. 
From  reports  submitted  by  the  City  Analyst  the  monthly  records  of  deposits 
of  total  solids  together  with  the  rainfall  are  shown  in  Table  Appendix  6. 

Educational  Measures. 

Lectures  on  the  domestic  and  industrial  aspects  of  the  smoke  problem 
were  given  by  the  Smoke  Abatement  Inspector  to  various  interested  associa- 
tions. A series  of  lectures  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
were  again  held  in  the  Heriot  Watt  College  and  were  well  attended  by  boiler 
attendants  and  engineers.  While  the  main  object  of  these  lectures  was  fuel 
economy,  the  instruction  given  in  the  art  of  fuel  firing  will  no  doubt  help  to 
revive  the  anti-smoke  conscience  which  prevailed  prior  to  the  war. 


Premises  infested  ....... 

Premises  treated  by  Department  of  Agriculture  rat  catchers 
Number  of  rats  trapped  or  gassed  ..... 

Number  of  rats  estimated  poisoned  ..... 

Total  poison  baits  laid  ....... 


27,000 


543 

303 

9,173 

7,500 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  factories  with  power  was  1,396,  and  of  factories 
without  power  235,  a total  of  1,631.  Improvements  effected  under  Part  I, 
Health  (General  Provisions)  of  the  Act  numbered  709,  which  included  283  in 
bakehouses.  There  were  also  28  miscellaneous  improvements  and  repairs. 

The  continued  restriction  in  the  supply  of  labour  and  materials  had  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  number  of  improvements,  and  only  the  more  pressing 
of  these  were  carried  out. 

Since  employees  are  no  longer  being  directed  to  factories  by  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  or  engaged  temporarily  in  large  numbers  as  during  recent  years, 
more  settled  conditions  now  obtain,  and  this  is  reflected  in  an  improved  standard 
of  general  cleanliness,  particularly  in  connection  with  sanitary  conveniences  in 
the  use  of  which  more  care  is  being  taken.  Another  factor  having  a helpful 
influence  in  this  respect  has  been  the  removal  of  black-out  measures. 

Reference  is  made  in  a following  paragraph  under  “ Bakehouses  ” to  the 
installation  of  spray  baths.  It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that 
a large  industrial  concern  has  also  introduced  bathing  facilities  for  their  female 
employees  numbering  about  25.  This  facility  is  greatly  appreciated  and  fully 
taken  advantage  of,  and  the  employees  are  allowed  time  off  for  bathing  during 
working  hours. 

Bakehouses. 

These  continue  to  be  regularly  and  frequently  inspected  with  a view  to 
maintaining  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  and  ascertaining  whether  the 
statutory  requirements  as  to  lime-washing,  painting,  etc.,  are  being  carried 
out.  Oil  paint  is  still  in  short  supply  but  is  being  released  for  the  necessary 
painting  of  bakehouses  and  arrears  of  this  work  are  now  being  overtaken. 

An  interesting  development  has  taken  place  during  the  past  year,  viz. 
the  installation  of  spray  baths  for  the  workers  in  two  bakeries  and  a smaller 
bakehouse.  This  is  the  outcome  of  propaganda  on  the  part  of  the  bakehouse 
inspector  and  is  an  innovation  much  esteemed  by  the  employees.  In  one 
instance  the  employees  are  allowed  time  off  for  bathing  during  working  hours 
and  full  use  is  made  of  this  privilege.  One  of  the  larger  bakeries  of  compara- 
tively recent  construction  had  spray  baths  installed  when  it  was  built,  and  it 
is  encouraging  to  find  that  these  other  bakehouses,  including  one  of  average 
type  and  size,  have  been  similarly  provided. 

A detailed  statement  hi  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act  is  contained  in  Appendix  7. 

SHOPS  ACTS  1912-1938. 

Shop  inspections  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts 
were  being  observed  totalled  1,131. 

Contraventions. 

Compared  with  normal  times,  very  few  contraventions  were  noted  either 
in  regard  to  the  hours  of  closing  or  selling  articles  outwith  the  permitted  hours. 
The  continued  restricted  supply  of  goods  is  apparently  the  reason  for  this. 
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Half-Holiday  Orders  and  Closing  Orders. 

In  March  1946,  at  the  request  of  fish  friers,  an  Order  was  made  by  the 
Local  Authority  which  extended  to  fish  friers  (an  exempted  trade)  the  provisions 
of  Section  4 of  the  Shops  Act  1912  relating  to  the  weekly  half -holiday.  This 
Order  was  confirmed  in  August  by  the  Scottish  Home  Department,  and  in 
December  the  Local  Authority  made  the  Order — “ The  Edinburgh  Fish  Friers’ 
(Shops  Act)  Weekly  Half-Holiday  Order  1946.”  This  requires  all  fish  and  chip 
shops  to  be  closed  for  the  weekly  half-holiday  on  Tuesday  or  on  the  substitute 
day  (Saturday). 

Winter  Closing  Hours. 

The  Defence  (General)  Regulations  1939,  Regulations  60A  and  60AB, 
remained  in  force.  This  had  the  effect  of  temporarily  amending  the  Shops 
Act  1928  relating  to  general  closing  hours  during  winter  months,  and  empowered 
the  Local  Authority  by  Order  to  vary  the  amended  hours  within  limits. 

The  Local  Authority  exercised  these  powers,  with  the  result  that  during 
the  winters  of  1945-1946  and  1946-1947,  for  the  period  November  to  March, 
the  closing  hour  (with  certain  exceptions)  was  fixed  at  7 p.m.  for  Saturday  (the 
late  day)  and  for  the  business  of  hairdresser  and  barber  7 p.m.  each  day.  During 
the  remainder  of  the  year  the  general  closing  hours  applied. 

Christmas  and  New  Year  Periods. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  closing  hours  as  the  Secretary  of  State  did 
not  exercise  his  power  under  the  1928  Act  to  suspend  the  general  closing  hours 
during  these  periods  as  was  done  previous  to  1939. 

Catering  Establishments,  etc. 

The  Order  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food  in  May  1942  under  Regulation'  55 
of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations  1939,  is  still  operative.  This  Order  inter 
alia  provides  that  no  food  could  be  supplied  between  11  p.m.  and  5 a.m.  in 
catering  establishments,  and  the  Order  has  the  effect  of  nullifying  the  exemption 
from  closing  hours  under  the  Shops  Act  1928  of  the  sale  of  meals  or  refreshments 
as  far  as  affected  by  this  Order. 

Arrangements  for  Health  and  Comfort. 

Only  the  more  urgent  improvements  were  required  as  most  of  the  essential 
materials  were  in  short  supply  and  labour  was  also  scarce.  The  necessity  of 
obtaining  a licence  before  carrying  out  work  of  this  class  is  an  added  difficulty. 

Food  Shops. 

There  have  again  been  many  applications  to  the  local  Food  Control  Com- 
mittee for  licences  to  commence  or  transfer  business.  As  formerly,  the  applicants 
have  been  referred  to  this  Department  with  a view  to  ascertaining  whether 
the  shops  they  proposed  to  occupy  for  the  sale  of  foodstuffs  complied  with 
any  statute,  regulation  or  bye-law  in  force.  As  a result  of  this  contact  with 
the  Local  Food  Executive  Officer  a considerable  number  of  improvements  have 
been  effected  but  several  of  the  shops  were  found  unsuitable  for  occupation 
as  food  shops. 

A detailed  statement  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Shops 
Acts  is  contained  in  Appendix  8. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  ETC. 

During  the  year  924  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  procured  in  order  to 
test  the  nature,  substance  and  quality  of  these  commodities.  Of  these  362  were 
statutory  or  official  samples  and  562  were  informal  or  test  samples.  The  statutory 
or  official  samples  represented  65  different  articles  of  food  and  drugs. 

With  regard  to  the  statutory  samples,  Dr.  A.  Scott  Dodd,  City  Analyst, 
reported  336  or  92-82  per  cent,  to  be  genuine  and  26  or  7-18  per  cent,  as  failing  to 
comply  with  the  legal  requirements. 

Milk. 

In  these  days  of  meagre  rationing  of  milk,  especially  to  non-priority 
consumers,  stringent  enforcement  of  the  legal  enactments  against  adulteration  is 
essential  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  restricted  supplies  are  up  to  standard.  With 
this  object  in  view  frequent  samples  of  all  milk  supplies  were  regularly  taken 
and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  The  total  number  of  statutory  samples 
taken  was  168  and  of  these  147  were  reported  to  be  genuine.  Of  the  remaining 
21  samples  19  were  adulterated  either  by  the  abstraction  of  fat  or  the  addition 
of  water  or  both  and  3 were  shown  by  the  Freezing  Point  (Hortvet)  Test  to  be 
naturally  low  in  solids  not  fat. 

The  amount  of  extraneous  water  found  in  samples  varied  from  1 to  25  per 
cent,  and  the  fat  abstracted  varied  from  3 to  46  per  cent.  The  average  amount 
of  milk  fat,  inclusive  of  adulterated  samples,  was  3-58  per  cent,  which  is  much  in 
excess  of  the  presumptive  standard  of  3 per  cent. 

Court  proceedings  were  taken  against  six  producers,  each  of  whom  pleaded 
guilty  and  fines  totalling  £95  were  imposed. 

The  popular  excuse  offered  for  the  presence  of  added  water  in  milk  was  leaking 
milk-coolers.  In  four  instances  where  the  poor  quality  of  the  feeding  stuffs  for 
the  animals  was  given  as  an  additional  explanation  of  the  poor  quality  of  the  milk 
“ appeal  to  the  cow  ” samples  failed  to  uphold  the  contention  as  the  quality  of  the 
milk  produced  by  the  cows  was  well  above  the  legal  standard  of  3 per  cent,  milk 
fat  and  8-5  per  cent,  of  non-fatty  solids. 

In  one  case  a sample  of  mixed  milk  procured  from  a consignment  of  84  gallons 
in  course  of  delivery  to  a creamery  was  certified  to  contain  2-70  per  cent,  fat  and 

6- 32  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids,  being  a deficiency  in  fat  of  at  least  10  per  cent, 
and  an  addition  of  at  least  25  per  cent,  of  water  which  is  equivalent  to  the  sale 
of  at  least  21^  gallons  of  water  as  milk.  The  milking  of  this  herd  was  supervised 
in  the  byre  at  the  “ evening  ” and  “ morning  ” milkings.  The  evening  sample 
of  the  mixed  milk  of  all  the  cows  amounting  to  23  gallons  Was  certified  to  contain 
3-92  per  cent,  fat  and  8-86  per  cent,  of  non-fatty  solids  ; while  the  morning  sample 
of  the  mixed  milk  of  the  same  cows  amounting  to  34  gallons  was  certified  to  contain 
3-80  per  cent,  fat  and  8.92  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids. 

In  another  case  a composite  sample  procured  from  a consignment  of  68 
gallons  in  course  of  delivery  was  certified  to  contain  3-20  per  cent,  fat  and 

7- 57  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids,  an  addition  of  at  least  10  per  cent,  of  water. 
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It  was  calculated  that  the  consignment  contained  at  least  7 gallons  of  extraneous 
water.  Shortage  of  supply  in  feeding  stuffs  and  a defective  second-hand  milk- 
cooler  were  put  forward  as  an  explanation  of  the  jaoor  quality  of  the  milk 
sampled.  At  the  invitation  of  the  producer,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector 
visited  the  byres  and,  after  supervising  the  milking  of  the  herd  at  the  “ evening  ” 
and  “ morning  ” milkings,  procured  samples  for  analysis  from  the  25  gallons 
produced  in  the  evening  and  the  29  gallons  produced  in  the  morning.  The 
“ evening  ” mills,  was  certified  to  contain  3-78  per  cent,  fat  and  8-81  per  cent, 
non-fatty  solids  ; while  the  “ morning  ” milk  was  certified  to  contain  3-47  per 
cent,  fat  and  8.72  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids. 

Of  44  samples  of  milk  taken  from  supplies  to  the  city  schools  the  average 
milk-fat  content  was  3-63  per  cent. 

Ice-cream. — During  the  year  57  samples  of  ice-cream  were  purchased 
from  various  manufacturers  and  vendors  in  the  city  and  submitted  to  Dr.  A. 
Scott  Dodd,  the  City  Analyst,  for  chemical  analysis.  In  addition,  71  samples 
were  sent  to  Professor  Mackie  for  bacteriological  examination.  From  the 
chemical  and  bacteriological  standpoints  the  results  showed  a wide  divergence 
in  the  quality  of  ice-cream.  Of  the  57  samples  taken  the  fat  content  ranged 
from  as  low  as  0-04  per  cent,  to  as  high  as  10T4  per  cent.,  22  showed  a fat 
content  of  under  0-50  per  cent.,  9 under  1-00  per  cent.,  10  under  2-00  per  cent., 
and  5 under  3-00  per  cent.  In  11  samples  the  fat  content  exceeded  that  of  the 
3 per  cent,  standard  of  ordinary  milk  and  rose  to  10  per  cent,  in  3 cases.  Of 
the  71  bacteriological  samples,  29  showed  very  high  bacterial  counts  and  42 
had  coliform  bacilli  present. 

Restrictions  in  the  use  of  normal  ingredients  affect  the  present  quality  of 
ice-cream,  but  it  does  not  altogether  account  for  the  very  low  fat  content 
found  in  many  of  the  samples.  An  endeavour  to  spread  limited  supplies  of 
available  materials  to  cover  a wider  demand  for  ice-cream  following  the  lifting 
of  the  war-time  ban  has  contributed  materially  to  the  inferior  quality. 

The  manufacturers  of  ice-c:eam  whose  products  failed  to  achieve  a reason- 
able bacterial  standard  were  advised  of  the  essential  hygienic  requirements  in 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  to  ensure  the  highest  possible  standards 
of  purity.  Where  assistance  was  requested  to  trace  sources  of  contamination 
plant  samples  were  taken  and  sterility  tests  made. 

The  extremely  low  fat  content  and  the  high  bacterial  counts  found  in 
many  of  the  samples  of  ice-cream  once  again  emphasised  the  urgent  need  for 
fixed  standards. 

Mince. — Six  samples  of  mince  were  purchased  from  butchers’  shops  in 
the  city.  No  infringements  of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food) 
Regulations  (Scotland)  were  found. 

Sausages. — Twenty  samples  of  sausages  of  various  descriptions  were  pro- 
cured for  chemical  examination.  The  City  Analyst  reported  that  no  sample 
contained  preservative  in  excess  of  the  quantity  sanctioned  under  the  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland),  and  14  of  the 
samples  were  found  to  be  entirely  free  from  preservative. 


17 


Rum. — One  sample  of  rum  was  certified  by  the  City  Analyst  to  be  deficient 
hi  alcoholic  strength,  being  at  least  38  degrees  under  proof,  whereas  it  should 
have  been  not  more  than  35  degrees.  Legal  action  was  taken  against  the 
vendor,  who  pleaded  not  guilty  but  was  convicted  and  fined  £5.  The  respondent 
in  this  case  applied  for  a Stated  Case  to  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  but 
latterly  withdrew  the  application.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  as  follows  : — 

Upon  the  purchase  of  the  sample  no  indication  whatsoever  was  given  that 
the  rum  was  below  the  legal  standard.  Intimation  of  the  result  of  the  analysis 
to  the  merchant  resulted  in  this  Department  being  informed  by  the  merchant 
that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  misdemeanour.  On  mentioning  the  matter 
to  his  assistant,  however,  she  openly  admitted  having,  on  the  morning  in 
question,  taken  some  rum  from  the  bottle  and  replaced  water  to  make  up  the 
quantity.  She  had  been  feeling  unwell  and  had  taken  the  rum  with  aspirin 
tablets.  The  merchant  claimed  that  he  was  not  on  the  premises  at  the  time 
and  knew  nothing  of  what  had  transpired. 

The  Sheriff  held  that  while  the  rum  was  served  to  the  Inspectors  by  a 
servant  and  the  price  paid  to  her  the  transaction  was  none  the  less  a sale  by 
the  accused.  The  provision  of  the  Act  under  which  the  question  arose  imposes 
an  absolute  prohibition  against  the  sale  of  adulterated  articles.  The  accused, 
though  an  innocent  vendor,  was  therefore  liable  for  the  adulteration  by  his 
servant  and  was  bound  not  only  not  to  sell  it  himself  but  to  take  care  that  other 
people  did  not  sell  it  for  him  in  such  a condition.  In  any  event  the  Sheriff 
stated  that  the  water  added  by  that  servant  did  not  account  for  the  rum 
being  reduced  from  35  to  38  degrees  under  proof. 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs. — One  sample  of  self-raising  flour  was  reported 
against  for  carbon  dioxide  deficiency,  while  another  sample  of  this  commodity 
was  in  fact  plain  flour.  One  sample  of  cream  of  tartar  was  sodium  bicarbonate, 
and  one  sample  of  lard  contained  an  admixture  of  stearin.  The  vendors  of 
these  articles  were  cautioned; 

The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  1926. — Inspections  were  made 
of  premises  throughout  the  city  where  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  were  pre- 
pared for  sale  or  consignment,  and  seven  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  and  one 
sample  of  fertiliser  were  taken  in  the  prescribed  manner  for  the  purpose  of 
analysis  by  the  Agricultural  Analyst.  The  samples  were  all  of  satisfactory 
composition. 

Rag  Flock  Acts  1911  and  1928  . — Three  statutory  samples  of  rag  flock 
were  procured  from  bedding  and  rag  flock  manufacturers  in  the  city,  and 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  The  City  Analyst’s  reports  showed  that  while 
one  of  the  samples  did  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Rag  Flock  Act 
the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  other  two  instances  were  within  the  limit 
specified  by  the  Rag  Flock  Regulations  (Scotland)  1912.  In  the  three  samples 
the  amount  of  chlorine  found  were  10,  30  and  45  parts  respectively  per  100,000 
parts  of  flock,  compared  with  the  maximum  of  30  parts  of  chlorine  allowed 
under  the  Regulations. 
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The  sample  which  was  adversely  reported  upon  was  taken  from  a consign- 
ment of  11  cwts.  delivered  the  previous  day.  The  whole  of  the  consignment 
was  ultimately  returned  to  the  manufacturers. 

Two  samples  of  filling  materials  other  than  rag  flock  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bedding,  and  for  which  there  is  no  statutory  standard  of  cleanliness, 
were  certified  to  contain  (35  and  63  parts  of  chlorine  respectively  per  i()0,000 
parts  of  material. 

The  long  awaited  report  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  on  the  Rag 
Flock  Acts  was  published  during  the  year.  It  deals  very  comprehensively 
with  the  various  aspects  of  the  subject  and  the  Committee’s  recommendations 
if  adopted  in  future  legislation  should  go  a very  long  way  to  preventing  the 
manufacture,  sale  and  use  of  dirty  and  unwholesome  filling  material.  It  is, 
therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  the  suggested  new  legislation,  with  standards  for 
all  classes  of  filling  materials,  will  be  expedited. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  1933  and  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 

Act  1941. — The  number  of  applications  received  from  persons  or  firms  desirous 
of  being  registered  by  the  local  authority  was  360,  and  these  were  duly  registered. 
All  the  registered  premises  were  visited  to  see  that  the  recpiirements  of  the 
Acts  were  being  complied  with. 

MILK  TESTING  SCHEME. 

During  the  year  a total  of  2,089  samples  were  taken.  Of  these,  1,277  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  812  were  examined  for  their 
keeping  quality. 

Conditions  generally  have  improved.  Depleted  staffs  and  inexperienced 
workers  at  creameries  and  dairies,  one  of  the  problems  of  the  war  years,  was 
being  overcome  and  by  the  end  of  the  summer  more  experienced  workers  were 
found  at  these  premises. 

Installation  of  new  pasteurising  plants,  of  the  H.T.S.T.  type,  have  been 
or  are  still  being  installed  at  all  creameries.  Other  new  equipment,  such  as 
bottle  washers  and  fillers,  are  included  and  in  several  cases  premises  arc  in  the 
midst  of  expansion. 

In  the  months  of- July  and  August  the  presence  of  coliform  contamination 
in  pasteurised  milk  was  rather  persistent.  This  was  due  to  post  pasteurisation 
contamination  which  called  for  scrupulous  cleanliness  and  attention  to  detail 
in  the  cleaning  of  all  equipment  and  in  the  methods  employed  by  workers 
during  processing  in  order  to  overcome  this  fault.  Since  then,  however,  the 
position  has  been  very  satisfactory.  In  the  autumn  there  were  several  com- 
plaints about  glass  fragments  on  the  lip  of  the  bottle  mouth.  An  investigation 
was  carried  out  to  find  the  possibility  of  such  a fault  occurring  during  the 
handling  of  the  bottles  at  the  creameries.  In  one  case  it  was  found  that  a 
mechanical  fault  on  a bottle  washer  tended  to  splinter  or  damage  necks  of 
bottles.  This  fault  was  immediately  rectified  and  no  similar  defect  was  found. 
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The  supply  position  of  bottles  has  greatly  improved  and  this  has  enabled 
firms  to  discard  bottles  with  damaged  necks  which  during  recent  years  they 
were  forced  to  use  as  long  as  possible.  The  danger  of  glass  splinters  and  chipped 
bottle  necks,  accentuated  by  careless  handling,  will  always  be  present  so  long 
as  glass  bottles  are  in  use.  Unbreakable  containers  or  cartons,  which  do  not 
have  to  be  returned  for  re-use,  are  much  to  be  preferred. 

At  the  invitation  of  one  creamery  it  was  arranged  to  give  talks  to  the 
personnel  on  the  importance  of  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  plant  and  person, 
the  detrimental  effects  from  neglect  to  observe  such  precautions,  the  elementary 
bacteriological  aspect  of  milk  and  effects  of  undesirable  organisms  and  possible 
sources  of  such  contamination.  A demonstration  of  plant  cleanliness  was  also 
given,  and  in  the  laboratory  the  workers  saw  the  practical  side  of  the  bac- 
teriologist’s work  and  how  co-operation  between  themselves  and  the  bacteriolo- 
gist could  ensure  that  the  highest  standards  of  cleanliness  and  efficiency  were 
reached  in  processing  of  milk.  Great  interest  was  shown  by  all  members  of 
the  creamery  staff. 

A proposal  having  been  made  to  prescribe  a standard  test  for  non-designated 
milk,  the  methylene  blue  (Hiscox)  test  was  applied  to  181  samples  of  such  milk 
from  August  onwards. 

Despite  difficulties,  the  milk  testing  scheme  is  gradually  achieving  its 
purpose,  namely  the  improvement  of  the  quality  of  the  milk  supply. 

Particulars  of  the  tests  made  are  shown  in  Appendix  9. 

PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Shipping  Arrivals. — -Vessels  which  arrived  at  Leith  Docks  and  Granton 
Harbour  from  foreign  ports  numbered  773,  representing  438,848  tons,  while 
vessels  which  arrived  from  home  ports  numbered  2,018,  representing  669,516 
tons.  The  total  number  of  ships  including  steamers,  motor,  sailing  and  fishing 
vessels  which  entered  the  Port  Sanitary  District  from  home  and  foreign  ports 
was  2,791,  with  a total  tonnage  of  1,108,364. 

Sanitation. — Under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Local  Authority  to  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made  for  the  removal  of 
nuisances  and  to  secure  proper  sanitary  conditions  on  board  ships  lying  within 
this  district.  In  giving  effect  to  this  requirement  the  boarding,  inspection 
and  re-inspection  of  vessels  totalled  1,042  and  the  insanitary  conditions  dealt 
with  were  1,901,  necessitating  38  written  and  374  verbal  intimations,  the 
service  of  1 notice  and  617  copies  of  regulations.  In  the  course  of  inspection 
many  matters  of  an  insanitary  nature  came  under  observation.  For  example, 
356  floors,  tables  and  decks  were  found  in  a dirty  condition,  493  bunks  and 
bedding  were  dirty  and  verminous,  274  dirty  food  lockers  were  discovered, 
and  exception  had  to  be  taken  to  dirty  partitions  and  ceilings  in  186  cases, 
whilst  176  foul  and  choked  closets,  latrines,  wash  basins  and  scuppers  were 
dealt  with.  These  and  other  insanitary  matters  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Masters  of  the  ships  concerned  for  their  attention. 
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The  construction  of  new  motor  vessels  and  steamers  has  made  great  progress 
from  a sanitary  point  of  view.  Generally  the  living  conditions  and  crews’ 
accommodation  on  board  these  vessels  are  much  in  advance  of  legislative  require- 
ments. Greater  attention  is  behig  given  to  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation, 
and  the  colour  schemes  in  paintwork  are  designed  to  give  brighter  effects  than 
prevail  in  the  crews’  quarters  of  the  older  type  of  vessel.  In  many  of  the  older 
vessels  the  construction  of  the  crews’  quarters  is  such  that  proper  cleansing  will 
always  be  difficult. 

The  drinking  water  on  board  ships  is  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  the  importance  of  having  a pure  and  plentiful  supply  is  fully  appreciated. 

Rat  Destruction. — The  total  number  of  Certificates  granted  during  the 
year  to  Masters  of  vessels  was  65,  of  which  51  were  exemption  certificates.  The 
total  fees  collected  for  these  certificates  was  £107  12s.  6d.  In  14  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  request  fumigation  measures  to  be  undertaken  for  the  destruction 
of  rats.  The  total  number  of  rats  killed  on  board  ships  in  port  and  on  the 
quays  and  wharves  was  844.  Rat  destructive  measures  were  undertaken  in 
the  dock  area  by  the  Dock  Commissioners’  staff,  and  during  the  year  9,000 
poison  baits  were  laid  in  addition  to  continuous  trapping. 

Cleansing. — The  Dock  Commissioners  continued  to  maintain  a very  high 
standard  of  cleanliness,  the  roads,  wharves,  sheds  and  sanitary  conveniences 
being  regularly  and  systematically  attended  to  throughout  their  area. 

In  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Department  much 
valuable  assistance  has  been  received  from  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs,  the 
Leith  Dock  Commissioners,  the  Granton  Official,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
various  shipping  companies  and  agents,  to  whom  this  opportunity  is  taken 
of  expressing  thanks  for  their  esteemed  co-operation. 

Appendices  10  and  11  contain  a detailed  statement  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
work. 


PROSECUTIONS. 

In  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Acts,  Orders,  Regulations 
and  Bye-laws  relating  to  the  work  of  the  various  sections  of  the  Department 
it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  12  cases.  The  total  fines 
imposed  amounted  to  £127  10s.  Details  of  these  prosecutions  are  given  in 
Appendix  12. 

STAFF. 

1 desire  to  express  my  cordial  appreciation  of  the  enthusiastic  services 
rendered  by  all  the  members  of  the  staff. 

I am,  My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALLAN  W.  RITCHIE,  M.B.E.,  F.R.San.L,  F.R.S.E. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  1946, 
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APPENDIX  1. — continued. 
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APPENDIX  2. 

RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  SANITARY 

DEPARTMENT. 

Number  of  visits  to  : — 

Common-Lodging  Houses  ........  193 

Farmed-out  Houses  ...  ......  13 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings  .........  7 

Dairy  Shops  ..........  727 

Creameries — Pasteurisation  Plant,  etc.  ......  44 

Ice-cream  Shops  ..........  642 

Restaurants  ..........  69 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ..........  195 

Public  Houses  ..........  35 

Hotels,  Board  Residences,  etc.  .......  323 

Second-hand  Furniture  Shops  . . . . . . . 147 

Offices  ...........  45 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

Show  Grounds  ..........  87 

Picture  Houses  and  Theatres  ........  22 

Seasonal  Workers  Accommodation  ......  14 

Offensive  Trades  .........  54 

Scabies,  etc.,  Enquiries  ........  360 

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries  .......  580 

Visits  re  Interments,  Cremations,  etc.  ......  97 

Corporation  Houses — Visits  by  Lady  Sanitary  Inspectors  . . . 16,944 

Houses  measured  for  overcrowding  and  recommended  to  House- 
letting Department  ........  2,331 

Houses  examined  for  bug  infestation,  etc.,  for  House-letting 

Department  .........  1,810 

Nuisances  . . . . . . . .'  . . . 19,925 


Total  . . . 44,777 


APPENDIX  3. 

1946 

NOTICES 

Intimations  of  existence  of  nuisance  served  - - - - - - - - 295 

Notices  to  remove  nuisances  served  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Authority  - - 54 

Intimations  served  in  connection  with  the  renewal  of  sinks  and  water-closets  - 29 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  the  renewal  of  sinks  and  water  closets  - - 9 

Notices  delivered  cautioning  persons  against  casting  garbage  over  windows  - - 1,263 

Notices  served  on  occupiers  failing  to  take  due  rotation  of  stair-washing  and 

sweeping  -------------  274 

Notices  served  for  the  cleaning  of  dirty  areas,  cellars,  etc.  -----  280 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  the  painting  of  common  staircases  - 198 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  water  cisterns  - - - - S2 


Total 2,484 

SUMMARY 

Complaints  by  citizens  - --  --  --  --  --  3,474 

Complaints  by  other  departments  - - - - - - - - - 441 

Nuisances  discovered  and  reported  by  District  Inspectors  -----  4,600 


Total  nuisances  dealt  with  by  Department  - 8,515 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  USED  IN  COMMON. 
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APPENDIX  4. 
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APPENDIX  5. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 


WARD 

ADDRESS 

ACCOMMODATION 

Males 

Females 

14 

EDINBURGH. 
75  Grassmarket 

373 

14 

89  Grassmarket 

110 

— 

12 

3 Guthrie  Street  . 

331 

— 

12 

1 Pleasanee  . 

213 

— 

1 12 

85  West  Port  . 

78 

— 

12 

17  James  Court  . . 

— 

34 

12 

3 Merchant  Street  . 

— 

80 

14 

5 and  7 Vennel 

— 

118 

16 

LEITH. 

5 Parliament  Street 

180 

i 18 

57  Tolbooth  Wynd  . 

127 

— 

18 

2 Water  Close 

111 

— 

Totals 

1,523 

232 

FARMED-OUT  HOUSES. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

WARD 

ADDRESS 

Houses 

Occupants 

12 

18  Blaekfriars  Street 

14 

46 

14 

32  West  Port  (top  flat)  . 

14 

12 

| 

Totals 

28 

58 

HOUSES -LET- IN-LODGINGS. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

WARD 

ADDRESS 

Houses 

Occupants 

12 

1 and  3 Blair  Street 

1 

114 

10 

38  Broughton  Street 

1 

23 

13 

72  Grove  Street 

1 

164 

11 

5 Leith  Street  Terrace  . 

1 

15 

14 

31  Clerk  Street 

1 

16 

Totals 

1 5 

332 
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APPENDIX  6. 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Monthly  Record  of  Deposits 

1946 


Tons  per  Square  Mile 

M.M.  — 

Month  Station  Rainfall  Insoluble  Soluble  Total 

Deposit  Deposit  Solids 


January  - 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

43 

7 09 

4-05 

11-14 

Glencorse  - 

84 

1 37 

7-70 

9-07 

Leith  Links  - - - - 

40 

8-82 

6-40 

15-22 

Public  Health  Chambers 

40 

11-93 

9-46 

21-39 

February  - 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

41 

308 

3-98 

7-06 

Glencorse  - - - 

58 

2-29 

8-35 

10  64 

Leith  Links  - 

48 

8-51 

4-99 

13-50 

Public  Health  Chambers 

36 

11-12 

5-22 

16-34 

March 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

36 

5-95 

3-15 

9-10 

Glencorse  - 

62 

1-33 

5-03 

6-36 

Leith  Links  - 

37 

10-41 

7-39 

17-78 

Public  Health  Chambers 

41 

4-48 

6-79 

11-27 

April 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

10 

4 43 

2-11 

6-54 

Glencorse  - - - 

28 

2-08 

5-99 

8-07 

Leith  Links  - 

Public  Health  Chambers 

May  - 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

31 

1007 

5 43 

16-40 

Glencorse  - 

50 

2-67 

5-51 

8-18 

Leith  Links  - 

58 

12-21 

7-27 

19-48 

Public  Health  Chambers 

June- 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

55 

6-92 

2-80 

9-72 

Glencorse  - 

67 

181 

6-67 

8-48 

Leith  Links  - 

40 

11-97 

5-33 

17-30 

Public  Health  Chambers 

55 

19-60 

5-62 

25  22 

July  - 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

81 

5 15 

3-53 

8-68 

Glencorse  - 

110 

3-46 

8-83 

12-29 

Leith  Links  - 

70 

5-61 

6-43 

12-04 

Public  Health  Chambers 

77 

12-70 

5-32 

1S-02 

August 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

87 

4-88 

3 91 

8-79 

Glencorse  - 

125 

1 33 

9-07 

10-40 

Leith  Links  - 

82 

11-31 

6-78 

18-09 

Public  Health  Chambers 

65 

12-29 

5-42 

17-71 

September 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

68 

3-77 

2-28 

6-05 

Glencorse  - 

146 

1-85 

7-80 

9-65 

Leith  Links  - - - - 

88 

14-43 

6-54 

20-97 

Public  Health  Chambers 

76 

8-23 

5-45 

13-68 

October 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

32 

4-26 

3 32 

7-58 

Glencorse  - 

26 

1 -57 

4-04 

5-61 

Leith  Links  - - - - 

24 

10-93 

5-40 

16  33 

Public  Health  Chambers 

25 

10-40 

5-28 

15-68 

November 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

8S 

3 53 

4-77 

8 30 

Glencorse  - - - 

138 

0-48 

8-79 

9-27 

Leith  Links  - - - - 

87 

6-09 

6-26 

13-25 

Public  Health  Chambers 

81 

5-82 

7-92 

13-74 

December  - 

Astley  Ainslie  Institute 

3 

6-64 

2-18 

8-82 

Glencorse  - 

09 

2-36 

4-55 

6-91 

Leith  Links  - 

36 

4-22 

6-30 

10-52 

Public  Health  Chambers 

39 

3-01 

5-35 

8-36 
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APPENDIX  7. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937— STATEMENT  FOR  1946 

Inspections  Made  - --  --  --  --  --  - 1,631 

Health  (General  Provisions) — 

Cleanliness — - 

Accumulations  of  dirt  and  refuse  removed  - - - - - 16 

Floors  cleaned  - - --------10 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  (whitewashing,  colourwashing, 

painting,  varnishing  or  washing  down)  - - - - - 21 


Temperature — 

Means  provided  or  improvements  effected  - - - - - 1 

Number  of  thermometers  provided  in  workrooms  - - - -15 

Ventilation — - 

Number  of  cases  remedied  where  adequate  ventilation  of  workrooms 


was  not  maintained  --------  2 

Mechanical  ventilation  introduced  ------  2 

Means  provided  for  removing  fumes  and  other  impurities  - - 2 

Improvements  effected  in  general  ventilation  4 

Sanitary  Conveniences — ■ 

Absence  of  sanitary  accommodation  ; water  closets  introduced  - 1 

Additional  water  closets  introduced  ------  10 

Access  to  sanitary  convenience  arranged  where  mutual  - - - 3 

Urinals  introduced  - --  --  --  - - 2 

New  apartments  constructed  or  reconstructed  - - - - 1 1 

W.C.  or  urinal  substituted  - --  --  --  -14 

W.C.s  abolished  owing  to  unsuitability  or  disuse  - - - - 6 

Intervening  ventilated  spaces  provided  -----  10 

Separate  and  screened  approaches  provided  -----  8 

Notices  provided  indicating  convenience  for  each  sex  20 

Lighting  (natural)  provided  or  improved  -----  29 

Lighting  (artificial)  provided  - --  --  --49 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  ------  6 

Walls  and  ceilings  found  dirty  and  limewashed,  etc.  - - - 51 

Floors  found  dirty  and  cleaned  - --  --  --40 

Appliances  found  dirty  and  cleaned  ------  42 

Choked  water  closets  cleared  - --  --  --  3 

Repairs  to  appliances,  roofs,  floors,  walls,  ceilings,  doors,  windows, 

etc.  - --  -- 48 

Bakehouses — 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  bakehouses — limewashed,  painted, 

varnished  or  washed  down  - - - - - - - 57 

Storerooms  limewashed,  painted  or  washed  down  37 

Water-closet  apartments  or  cloakrooms  painted  or  washed  down  67 
Floors  of  bakehouses  and  storerooms  cleaned  - - - 18 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  and  water-closet  apartments  cleaned  - - 14 

Stair  steps  and  passages,  etc.,  cleaned  ------  1 

Windows  cleaned  - - - - - - - - - -11 

Sanitary  appliances  found  dirty  and  cleaned  - - - - 31 

Choked  water  closets  cleared  -------  1 

Accumulations  of  dirt  and  refuse  removed  -----  4 

Bakehouse  tables  and  utensils  cleaned  - - - - - -16 

Shelving,  cupboards,  racks,  etc.,  cleaned  - - - - - 13 

Baking  machines  and  steam  presses  cleaned  *-----  6 

Offensive  smells,  fumes,  etc.,  abated  ------  5 

Insect  pests  exterminated  --------  1 

Courtyard  surfaced  ---------  1 

Miscellaneous — ■ 

Sinks  or  washhand  basins  introduced  or  substituted  5 

Spray  baths  introduced  --------  6 

Appliances  repaired  - --  --  --  --  3 

General  repairs  to  roofs,  walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows,  etc.  - 14 


426 


283 


28 


Total 


737 
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APPENDIX  8. 

SHOPS  ACTS  1912-1938— STATEMENT  FOR  YEARS  1939-1946 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Retail  Shops,  Wholesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses  ----- 

4,201 

2,113 

1,084 

814 

708 

84G 

726 

1,131 

Number  of  evenings  on  duty  to  check 
observance  of  Evening  Closing 
Orders  - - 

23 

5 

4 

2 

1 

Number  of  Saturday  afternoons  on 
duty  to  check  observance  of 
Weekly  Half-holiday  Orders  - 

2 

CONTRAVENTIONS  REGARDING  HOURS  OF 

EMPLOYMENT, 

CLOSING  ORDERS. 

Etc. 

Hours  of  Employment  of  Young 
Persons  ..... 

14 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Overtime  ------ 

Intervals  for  Meals  and  Rest  Periods 

7 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Restriction  of  Night  and  Early 
Morning  Employment  for  Young 
Persons  ..... 

5 

2 

i 

2 

Weekly  Half-holiday  for  Assistants  - 

8 

3 

2 

Failure  to  observe  Half-holiday 
Orders  and  Closing  for  Weekly 
Half-holiday  ----- 

32 

6 

i 

1 

Failure  to  observe  Evening  Closing 
Orders  or  General  Closing  Hours  - 

15 

(5 

4 

1 

2 

NOTICES,  Etc. 

Failure  to  affix  Form  re  Assistants’ 
Half-holiday  (1912  Act) 

70 

17 

3 

2 

1 

4 

I 

i 

Failure  to  affix  Form  re  Hours  of 
Employment,  etc.  (1913  Act) 

8 

6 

1 

Failure  to  affix  abstract  of  Act  re 
Hours  of  Employment,  etc.  - 

68 

14 

1 

i 

1 

12 

1 

Failure  to  keep  Record  of  actual  hours 
worked  and  intervals  allowed 

60 

18 

1 

2 

1 

11 

Failure  to  affix  Notice  re  Seats  for 
Female  Shop  Assistants 

29 

13 

1 

1 

6 

1 

i 

Failure  to  display  Notice  where  shop 
is  open  for  the  carrying  on  of  a 
certain  Trade  or  Business  {i.e., 
Mixed  Shops)  - 

115 

14 

6 

1 

1 

HEALTH  AND  COMFORT  PROVISIONS. 
Ventilation — Improvements  effected  - 32 

6 

3 

1 

2 

17 

Lighting — Improvements  effected 

9 

2 

1 

6 

Heating — Means  provided  or  improve- 
ments effected  ...  - 

56 

45 

3 

1 

6 

4 

5 

Suitable  facilities  provided  where 
Meals  are  taken  in  premises  - 

4 

2 

i 

1 

Seats  for  Female  Assistants  provided 
— Number  of  instances  - 

5 

2 

1 

WASHING  FACILITIES. 
Water  supply  introduced  - 

3 

1 

Main  water  supply  provided 

4 

2 

8 

1 

6 

Sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  introduced 

6 

5 

3 

2 

6 

Earthenware  sinks  substituted  - 

12 

i 

1 

3 

Sinks  removed  to  more  sanitary 
situation  - 

3 

1 

5 

Hot  water  supply  provided 

2 

1 

0 

Repairs  to  appliances  ... 

27 

5 

3 

5 

4 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 
Water-closets  introduced  - 

12 

5 

3 

i 

2 

5 

New  water-closet  apartments  con- 
structed or  re-constructed 

23 

ii 

3 

2 

ii 

Water-closets  substituted  (or  replace- 
ments) ------ 

2 

5 

1 

0 

Water-closets  removed  to  more 
sanitary  situation  - - - - 

3 

2 

i 

2 

Separate  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  for  sexes  - 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Intervening  ventilated  spaces  pro- 
vided   

40 

11 

4 

2 

4 

9 

Lighting  and/or  ventilation  provided 
or  improved  ----- 

29 

16 

7 

1 

3 

17 

Repairs  to  appliances,  walls,  ceilings, 
floors,  windows,  etc.  - - - 

72 

12 

10 

3 

7 

17 

1 

29 

Dirty  water-closets : cleansed  or 

limewashed  ----- 

32 

25 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

9 

Miscellaneous  repairs,  etc.,  in  shops  - 

21 

7 

i 

2 

4 

6 

1 

17 

CLEANLINESS. 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings — painted  or 
limewashed  ----- 

78 

30 

20 

8 

37 

25 

5 

38 

Dirty  floors,  etc.  .... 

40 

11 

11 

1 

0 

8 

I 

12 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 

41 

13 

17 

1 

7 

10 

22 

Other  nuisances  remedied  - 

19 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Intimations  served  under  Shops  Acts 

24 

4 

2 

6 

25 

Notices  served  under  Shops  Acts 

i 

2 

1 

1 

Notices  served  under  Local  and 
General  Acts  - 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Letters  sent  under  Shops  Acts  - 

01 

18 

1 

5 

2 

2 

4 

37 

PROSECUTIONS. 

(a)  Convictions  .... 

7 

1 

(b)  Fines  imposed  (Total)  - - - 

£3 

15/- 
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APPENDIX  9. 

MILK  TESTING  SCHEME 

NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATION. 

Certified  (Bottled)  .......  48 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Bottled)  ......  80 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Bulk)  . . . . . . 105 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Schools)  ......  28 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Past.)  ......  84 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Past.  Schools)  .....  04 

Pasteurised  (Bottled)  ...  ....  163 

Pasteurised  (Schools)  . . . . . . . 21 

Pasteurised  (Bulk)  . . . . . . . 14 

Heat  Treated  (Bottled)  ......  62 

Heat  Treated  (Schools)  . . . . . . 16 

Heat  Treated  (Bulk)  .......  23 

Plant  Samples  . ......  87 

Sterility  Tests  (Bottles)  . . . . . . . 219 

Sterility  Tests  (Churns)  .......  46 

Sterility  Tests  (Equipments)  ......  24 

Ordinary  Milk  ........  130 

Rail  Milk  .........  16 

Biological  (negative,  44  ; positive,  1 ; inconclusive,  2)  . 47 

Total  . . 1,277 


NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  EXAMINED  FOR  KEEPING  QUALITY. 

Methylene  Blue  Reductase  : — 

Certified  .........  42 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Bottled)  ......  81 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Bulk)  ......  83 

Ordinary  .........  425 

Methylene  Blue  (Hiscox)  ......  181 


Total 


812 


APPENDIX  10. 


Port  Sanitary  Inspection— Annual  Statement 
Year  1040 

Ships  boarded  and  inspected  - - - - - - - 617 

Re-visits  made  ---------  425 

Nuisances  discovered  - --  --  --  - 1,901 

Communications  written  - --  --  --  33 

Notices  served  - --  --  --  --  1 

Verbal  warnings  - --  --  --  --  374 

Ships  fumigated  or  otherwise  treated  for  vermin  by  owners  - 61 

Fumigation  certificates  granted  - --  --  - 13 

Deratisation  certificates  granted  ------  14 

Deratisation  exemption  certificates  granted  - - - - 51 

Local  fumigation  certificates  granted  -----  4 

Rats  exterminated  --------  344 

Ships  provided  with  rat  guards  ------  590 

Notices  of  regulations  served  upon  Masters  or  Officers  in  charge  617 

Nuisances  abated  --------  - 1,877 

Rat  destructive  measures  in  the  Dock  area — Baits  laid  - - 9,000 

Fees  collected  - --  --  --  - /107  12  6 

Nuisances  Discovered 

Dirty  floors,  tables,  decks,  etc.  ------  356 

Dirty  bunks  and  bedding  - - - - - - - 493 

Dirty  partitions  and  ceilings  - - - - - 186 

Dirty  lockers - 274 

Foul  closets  and  latrines  -------  - 58 

Foul  wash  basins  - --  --  --  --  17 

Foul  sinks  - - - - - 5 

Foul  baths  - --  --  --  --  - 3 

Choked  scuppers  - --  --  --  --  24 

Choked  and  defective  latrines  ------  - 10 

Choked  and  defective  wash  basins  ------  28 

Choked  and  defective  sinks  and  basins  -----  31 

Accumulations  of  garbage,  refuse,  etc. 56 

Dirty  fresh  water  tanks  -------  - 26 

Dirty  and  offensive  bilges  - --  --  --  93 

Dirty  galleys,  food  stores,  pantries,  etc.  -----  35 

Dirty  wash  places  --------  - 38 

Dampness  in  quarters  - --  --  --  - 3 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  - 1 

Ships  without  rat  guards 24 

Presence  of  rats  and  mice  - --  --  --  30 

Presence  of  cockroaches  and  beetles  -----  23 

Presence  of  bugs  and  fleas  - --  --  --  32 

Miscellaneous  ---------  - 55 


Total 


1,901 
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APPENDIX  11. 

PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS— 1933  TO  1945. 

Edinburgh  Port  Health  District. 

(1)  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  in  1946 — 


Number 

Tonnage 

(1)  Foreign  - 

H 1 

773 

438,848 

(2)  Coastwise 

- 

- 

2,018 

669,510  | 

(3)  Total 

2,791 

1,108,364 

(2)  Total  number  of  vessels  subjected  to  measures  of  rat  destruction  in  1946 — 

“A” 


No.  of 
Vessels 
subjected  to 
measures  of 
Rat 

destruction 

On 

SHIPS 

On  S 

HORE 

No.  of  Rats  found 
Infected  with 
Plague 

No.  of 
Dead  Rats 
recovered 

No.  of  Rats 
examined 
bacterio- 
logically 

No.  of  Rats 
destroyed 
other  than 
on  Ships 

No.  of  Rats 
examined 
bacterio- 
logically 

On  Ships 

On  Shore 

51 

517 

Nil. 

327 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Species  of  rats  recovered  (a)  On  Ships — Black  and  Brown. 

(b)  On  Shore — Brown. 


" B ” 


No.  of 
Vessels 
fumigated 
by  S.0.2 

No.  of 
Dead 
Rats 

recovered 

No.  of 
Vessels 
fumigated 
by 

H.C.N. 

No.  of 
Dead 
Rats 

recovered 

No.  of  No.  of 

Vessels  Dead 

in  which  Rats 

poisoning,  recovered 
etc., 
was 

employed 

No.  of  No.  of 

Deratisa-  Deratisa- 
tion  tion 

Certificates  Exemption 
Issued  Certificates 
Issued 

Nil. 

Nil. 

18 

420 

33  97 

14 

51 

(3)  Number  of  vessels  (included  in  (2)  above)  deratised  before  discharge  of  cargo 


Nil. 
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APPENDIX  11 — continued. 


“C” 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  PLAGUE 


Particulars  relating  to  vessels,  infected  or  suspected  or  from  infected  ports. 


Date 

of 

Arrivals 

1946 

Whether 
infected, 
suspected, 
or  from 
infected 
ports 

Methods  of  ] 
Destructio 

^.at 

n 

No.  of 
Rats 
killed 

Whether  a 
Certificate 
of 

Deratization 

granted 

Remarks 

S.O.2 

H.C.N. 

Traps  or 
Poison 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

• 

Nil. 

No  plague  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” vessel,  or  vessel  from  infected 
ports  arrived  during  the  year. 


“ D ” 

Vessels  other  than  those  dealt  with  in  Form  “ C ” subjected  to  measures  of 

rat  destruction 


No.  of  Vessels 
fumigated 
by  S.O.2 

No.  of  Rats 
killed 



No.  of  Vessels 
fumigated 
by  H.C.N. 

No.  of  Rats 
killed 

No.  of  Vessels  on 
which  trapping 
or  poisoning 
were  employed 

No.  of  Rats 
killed 

No.  of 
International 
Certificates 

Exemptions 

Remarks 

Nil. 

Nil. 

18 

420 

33 

97 

14 

51 

Ropes  and  hawsers  rat 

guarded. 
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